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UM CELEBRATES W OMEN’S HISTORY MONTH W ITH EVENTS, SPEAKERS
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana’s celebration of Women’s History Month will explore issues 
as diverse as ecofeminism, military resistance in Mexico, the first Women’s Rights Conference 
and angry white men.
Women’s History Month kicked off March 1 with an exhibit at the Mansfield Library, 
featuring posters and books on significant individuals and events in women’s history. The 
exhibit will remain on display through March 31.
On Thursday, March 5, noted feminist philosopher and author Val Plumwood will 
present the fifth annual Maxine Van de Wetering “American Women Making History” lecture. 
Plumwood will lecture on “Irrationalism and Feminist Philosophy,” tackling debates taking 
place about and within the field of feminist philosophy. She also will argue that the current 
environmental crisis is linked to a “crisis of reason.”
“(Plumwood) is one of the founders of ecofeminism as a philosophical and activist 
movement,” said G.G. Weix, director of UM’s Women’s Studies Program. “We’re very 
honored to have her on campus.”
Plumwood’s lecture begins at 7:30 p.m. in Urey Lecture Hall and is free to the public.
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A reception will follow.
A multimedia theater presentation on “The War Next Door: Mayan Uprising in Chiapas, 
Mexico," will take center stage on Friday, March 6. Presented by the UM Latin American 
Human Rights Network, the event will combine slides, video, audio and live theatrics in an 
effort to entertain and educate about events in Chiapas. The presentation will include 
information on Zapatista women’s demands and their role in leading the resistance movement.
It begins at 7:30 p.m. in Gallagher Building Room 122.
A special visitor to campus, Sister Rose Mary Meyer, will present two Women’s History 
Month lectures. Weix said Meyer’s focus in the two lectures will be on “the international and 
historical debates posing women’s rights as human rights.”
Meyer, who is coordinator of The Women’s Office in Chicago, 111., will speak on the 
“ 150th Anniversary of the First Women’s Rights Conference at Seneca Falls, New York” in a 
International Women’s Day event, Monday March 9. The lecture begins at noon in Gallagher 
Building Room 123.
Meyer’s second lecture, “Beijing Revisited: Then, Now, Tomorrow,” will discuss 
highlights of the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women, held in China in 
September 1995. She will discuss the impact of conference initiatives on women and share 
stories and slides. This lecture, part of the Women’s Studies Brown Bag Lunch series, begins at 
noon on Wednesday, March 11, in Liberal Arts Room 138.
Also on March 11, a women’s studies forum will feature speakers Andrew Light, 
assistant professor of philosophy, and Bill Chaloupka, environmental studies professor. They 
will address “Angry White Men: Right Exclusionary Nationalism and Left Identity Politics”
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from 3:40 to 5 p.m. in Liberal Arts 138.
Another highlight of Women’s History Month activities at UM will be two lectures by 
Joan Copjec, author and associate professor of English at the State University of New York in 
Buffalo. Both lectures discuss the relationship between contemporary psychoanalytic theories 
and gender.
“We invited her to speak about contemporary psychoanalytic theory because it’s proven 
enormously popular on campus,” said Weix.
Copjec will speak first at a philosophy forum on “Antigone: The Tomb of 
Perseverance,” from 3:40 to 5 p.m. Thursday, March 26, in Law School Room 202. Her 
second lecture, “More! From Melodrama to Magnitude,” will be held from 3:40 to 5 p.m. 
Friday, March 27, in Gallagher Building Room 123.
Also during Women’s History Month:
■ The Asian Film Festival will present four movies during March. They are 
“Mementos” on Tuesday, March 3; “Sop’yonje” on Tuesday, March 10; “Devi” 
on Tuesday, March 24; and “Kim’s Story” on Tuesday, March 31. All films 
begin at 7 p.m. in Urey Lecture Hall.
■ Psychologist Shan Guisinger will discuss eating disorders as part of the Women’s 
Health Lecture Series on Thursday, March 12. The lecture takes place from 
12:10 to 1 p.m. in Chemistry/Pharmacy Building Room 204.
■ A concert of women’s music will be presented at noon on Monday, March 23, in 
the Music Recital Hall. The concert features Maxine Ramey, clarinet; Bob 
Ledbetter, percussion; Margaret Baldridge, violin; and Steve Hesla, piano.
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■ A Women’s Studies Brown Bag Lunch on Wednesday, March 25 will highlight 
“Francophone Women’s Literary Friendships.” The talk, which begins at noon 
in Liberal Arts 138, features lone Crummy, Maureen Curnow and Sigyn Minier 
of UM’s Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures.
■ “Menopause and Hormone Replacement” is the subject of a Women’s Health 
Lecture by Pat Hennessey, family practitioner, on Thursday, March 26. The 
lecture takes place from 12:10 to 1 p.m. in Chemistry/Pharmacy Building Room 
204.
Women’s History Month activities at UM are sponsored by the Women’s Studies 
Program, the Mansfield Center, the Asian Studies Program, UM Productions, the Clinical 
Pharmacy Program, the English department, the Department of Foreign Languages and 
Literatures, the Anthropology Club, the Liberal Studies Program, and the Department of 
Philosophy.
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